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FRIDAY 27 SEPTEMBER, 7.30 p.m.
Geneva English Drama Society
International School of Berne
Geneva Amateur Operatic Society

SATURDAY 28 SEPTEMBER, 4.30 p.m.
Upstage, Berne
Zurich Comedy Club

SATURDAY 28 SEPTEMBER, 8.30 p.m.
Semi-Circle, Basle
English Theatre Group of Zug

SUNDAY 29 SEPTEMBER, 2.30 p.m.
Pirate Ship Productions, Zurich
Village Players, Lausanne
Little Theater of Geneva




Foreword

by Geneva State Counsellor

Mr Christian Grobet

The Alhambra Theatre was constructed in 1915 as a variety
(heatre, particularly for music hall, Many famous names (for
instance, Maurice Chevalier and Mistinguette) appeared there
belore it was converted into a cinema,

Just over a year ago, when the lease on the cinema came up for
renewal, and at the request of various cultural groups, I decided to
let the building rediscover its original purpose, while continuing to
serve as a cinema. This was made possible by the installation of a
mobile screen.

The first season of musical and theatrical activities achieved a
success which far exceeded our hopes. The acoustics are superb,
especially for music, and the old-world charm appeals to the
public. Requests to use the theatre now exceed the possibilities,
given that part of the time it is still used as a cinema.

I am particularly happy that English-speaking groups feature
among the Alhambra’s users. Geneva has a large English-speaking
population. This means that English-speaking theatre plays an
essential role in the cultural policy of our city, and I hope that our
collaboration will increase as time goes on.

It was therefore with great satisfaction that I learned that the third
Festival of English-speaking Theatre in Switzerland was to take
place at the Alhambra. We are extremely honoured to welcome
this event, to which I wish every success.

A word of welcome

from Organising Committee Chairman

Susan Perrenoud

Welcome to Geneva for the third Festival of English-Speaking
Theatre in Switzerland.

First of all, many thanks to everyone who has helped to make it
possible for this year’s event to be held in Geneva. We are grateful
to the Geneva authorities for granting us permission to use the
Alhambra Theatre, and to the three Geneva-based groups for all
the hard work they have put in. Berne was a very central location
for the first two festivals and Upstage were wonderful hosts. We
are, however, delighted to be at the Alhambra this year, both to
give the members of Upstage a rest and to establish the festival as
a Swiss rather than a Bemese event.

Nini Pitt did a splendid job of adjudicating for us in 1989, and has
gallanlly agreed to return and adjudicate again this year. Her
comments and suggestions provided useful tips for the people
directly involved in each play, as well as for those who just came
along to listen, Nini has a greal deal of experience on both sides of
the footlights in her various roles as actress, director, and specialist
in voice, speech, and drama.

A tenth group has joined our ranks this year under the banner of
“Pirate Ship Productions”, from the Zurich area. It is very
encouraging to see how popular English-language theatre is in this
country.

As the curtain rises on Fest 3, we hope that you will enjoy the
programme and look forward to seeing you again in 1993.




ROVER 216 GSi

his compact Rover is a true

gem. The luxury model has

a genuine leather interior in the
hest British tradition, with
wood inlay on the doors. In fact,
the whole car comes with stan-
dard features which are unique
in the compact class, combined

with superior technology - a
sporty 16-valve engine with 111
DIN HP plus disk brakes with
ABS on all four wheels. And to
crown it all, the Rover offers
quality fit for a king. Test drive
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SEMI-CIRCLE, BASLE

Saturday

September by Jimmy Chinn

THE GROUP

The Semi-Circle’s first full-stage production
was Alan Melville’s Dear Charlesin 1978. Since
then, our productions have included plays by
Coward, Wilde, Rattigan, Emlyn Williams,
Shaw, Pinter, Congreve and Arthur Miller,
and an old-time music hall, a seaside show,
evenings of one-act plays and nativity plays.
The Boy Friend, which will be staged this
coming autumn, is our first full-length musical
play and probably our most ambitious produc-
tion to date.

THE PRODUCTION

Three middle-aged sisters gather at the house
of their dead mother, following her funeral.
Surprisingly, Charlie, their brother, who looked
after their mother after she was widowed, has
failed to appear. The sisters reminisce and
gossip - and a secret is revealed. They make
plans for the money they will inherit from the
sale of theirmother’s house. Then Charlie arrives
with a request that will put paid to all of their
plans...

BACKSTAGE

Director:
Muriel Taylor
Stage Manager:
Muriel Taylor
Crew:
Joan Kuster
Resanna Niklaus
Bryan Taylor

CAST (in order of
appearance).

Evadne:

Diana Zuger
Joyce:

Sonia Dell
Greta:

Joy Scherer
Charlie:

Graham Simons
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ENGLISH-SPEAKING THEATRE IN SWITZERLAND
Programme 1991-1992
1991 |
22-26 Oct. BASLE S-C THE BOYFRIEND, by Sandy Wilson
30-31 Oct. LANGNAU PSP VOICES, by Susan Griffith
1-2 Nov. am ALBIS
59 Nov. GENEVA LTG A WALK IN THE WOODS, by Lee Blessing
13-16 Nov.  ZURICH ZCC STEPPING OUT, by Richard Harris
19-22 Nowv.
19-23 Nov.  GENEVA GEDS OH WHAT A LOVELY WAR, by Joan Litllewood
29-30 Nov.  GENEVA GACS PANTOMIME: THE ICE MAIDEN, by Dan Boyle
1, 5-8 Dac.
10-14Dec.  BERNE UPSTAGE  ARMS AND THE MAN, by Georga Bernard Shaw
| 1992
11,15,22, ZUG ETGZ PANTOMIME: GOLDILOCKS AND THE THREE
& 25 Jan. BEARS, by Robert Marlowe
3-7 Mar. GENEVA LTG 84 CHARING CROSS ROAD, by J.Roose-Evans
17-21 Mar. GENEVA GEDS THE CAUCASIAN CHALK CIRCLE,
by Berthold Brecht
1-2 May MORGES VP OLD-TIME ENGLISH MUSIC HALL
7-9 May
5-9 May GENEVA LTG BREAKFAST WITH LES AND BESS,
by L.Kalcheim
19-23May  GENEVA GEDS WHEN WE ARE MARRIED, by J B.Priestley
June BERNE UPSTAGE  THE CRUCIBLE, by Arthur Miller
11-13June  GENEVA GAOS OLD-TIME MUSIC HALL
18-20 June
Please contact the groups directly for more information:
sS-C Semi-Circle, Basle {(061) 701.62.78
PSP Pirate Ship Productions {01) 721.04.64
LTG Litle Theater of Geneva (022) 49.56.54
Zce Ztrich Comedy Club (01) 850.46.25
GEDS Geneva English Drama Society (023} 50.20.73.94
GAOS Geneva Amateur Operatic Sociely (022) 776.27.03 | : : ' |
UPSTAGE Upstage, Berne (031) 45.11.65 ' ; ; ; N . | ‘%ag{,% T,
ETGZ English Theatre Group of Zug (042) 41.28.86 | R P S B C154ENS R ICAy
VP Village Players, Lausanne (021) 39.35.27 : i | T




