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Welcome from the President

A very warm welcome to Theater Rampe,
Borrom&um, where The Semi—Circ!e resents Noél
Coward's BLITHE SPIRIT. =

our own, so we have tfo rent.
appearance-in-the Borromdum in 1978,

wegstrayed elsewhere for a while. Howev
have been staging our June Productions here for several years now. We
always made to feel extremely élcor+_1e, soitis good Tdbe here again,in Theate
Rampe, for BLITHE SPIRIT. q

5

Running a theatre group is like running a small business, and it is not always easy ’)
or straightforward. On the one hand, things do need to be thought through,
planned, organised, budgeted, controlled and disciplined. On the other hand,
this particular theatre group is also a Club, so in order to give people a chance to
get involved, every time we put on a production we create a new team. Often
the same people do come back for more, but even slight variations in the

and crew creates a different chemistry combination, and it sometimes feels

we are starting from the beginning all over again, and again, and again. One
thing is sure, for these feams to work and for the whole thing to come together in
the end, we need everyone: young and not-so-young, old hands and new hands,
with and without experience, risk-takers and those who prefer to play it safe - yes,
we need everyone, inc

X
’

Which brings me nicely to the point of thanking every single member of the cast
and crew of this production — more than 50 people in total — for their hard work,
dedication, creativi commitment, without which we would not have been
able to brin d’s BLITHE SPIRIT to you. Now sit back, relax and prepare
ining evening of elegance, wit, love, drama, tragedy,
ount of ectoplasm.

this evening.




Offnungszeiten
Brasserie: von Montag bis Samstag 11.30 - 23.45 Uhr
Kiiche: 12.00 - 14.00 und 18.30- 22.00 Uhr

Wir freuen uns auf Ihren Besuch
im ehemaligen Untersuchungsgefdngnis.
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Chemistry Services

Process chemistry
Consulting and hands-on

Anthony O’Sullivan, Mattenstrasse 8, 4058 Basel,
061 692 39 01, tony@osullivanchemicalservices.ch




The Director’s No‘e 1 4

Noél Coward is a legend of the English-speaking the d a British icon, +

the London Blitz when the horror of warfare was in all the papers. It was af
that Mr Coward fraveled with a female friend to Wales for a holiday an
seven days, this comedy was written, polished and completed. Shortly
he noted in his diary: ‘Wrote a very gay, superficial comedy about a ghost. Feel it
may be good.’

A comedy without any mention of the ongoing war, the play opened at Lol
Piccadilly Theatre on 2 July 1941 and was an immediate hit, running for 1,997
performances. It broke the record for ’rhebnges’r-runm’ﬂes’r End production at

the time. ~- %

Even more incredible, only two lines from the original manuscript were dropped
and none were altered during rehearsals of what Mr Coward dubbed An
Improbable Farce in Three Acts.

As our play begins, successful novelist Charles and his second wife Ruth are
preparing to host a dinner party and séance to be conducted by an eccentric
medium known as Madame Arcati. For Charles, it's a fun and humorous way o
do research for a new novel, appropriately ‘riﬂed_Tr& Unseen. However, the
evening does nof go as he plans and results in the spectral reappearance of his
first wife, Elvira, who has been dead for seven years. Charmed at first by the
spiritual presence of Elvi harles quickly gets caught between the two wives to
humorous effect.

There are many thi
which spoke to
the sarcastic
be a dir

play that are not what they appear on the surface,
ividual and first-time director. | have always enjoyed
of Mr Coward's echaracters and tho f it would
on this. He also has a great de

a way that wa

relative peace, my hope is that
evertheless entertain and warm
itical uncertainty and change.

Scott Holland
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Cast in Order of Appearance

Edith, the Mai Fiona MUller
Ruth Condomine Cathy Barker
Charles Condomine David Cox
Dr George Bradman Michael Bray
Mrs Violet Bradman Catherine Matter
Madame Arcati Diana Zuger
Elvira Condomine iy ’ Melissa Magarici
— :
Synopsis

The action of the play takes place in the living-room of the Con ine’s house in

Kent.

Seeking information for his next book, successful novelist Ch s has invited
eccentric medium, Madame Arcati, to conduct a séance in his home, together
with his second wife Ruth, and friends Dr and Mrs Bradman. dame Arcati
inadvertently brings the spirit of Charles’ first wife Elvira info the h , creafing a
love triangle that has hilarious and — some may say — disastrous equences.

L L . -

Scene 1 Before dinner on a summer evéning
Scene 2 After dinner i

”~

INTERVAL — refreshmen‘fs at the Bar

ACTII

ACT Il
After dinner, a



“We know what’s on the go”

Basel, Switzerland

Tuesday nights from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
on Radio X Basel, 94.5

The Basel English Panto Group presents

ALADWIN

DON"T BELIEVE ME?
JUST WATCH!

Save the dates!
7th-10th December




centrefs basel

A local clib for global people.

Centrepoint is an English-speaking community
centre for all nationalities including local Swiss.

Located in the heart of Basel, the centre houses
over 4,000 books in English,
conversation groups in 7 languages,
offers many interesting activities, events
and meeting space for our members.

This not-for-profit centre supports a 550+
household-strong community.

Come share, learn and have fun with others!

How to find us:

Tram 3 stop “Musik-Akademie”,
Leonhardskirchplalz

Centrepoint shares the same entry
as the Music Museum

For opening hours and more
information, please visit our website:

www.centrepoint.ch

Im Lohnhof 8
CH-4051 Basel
+41 (0)61 261 20 02

E-mail: info@centrepoint.ch
facebook.com/centrepaintbasel

In Basel, Binningen and Oberwil:

Judo Classes
for Children

(from 5 years)

... enhance motor skills,

... build up self-confidence,
... teach respect,
... train discipline,
... are a lot of fun!

Judo Schule Nippon
www.nipponbasel.ch
079 709 87 70

tim.hartmann@nipponbasel.ch

Nordic Walking with
9 Weber Werks

Learn to Nordic Walk with Stephanie
Weber, a fully qualified native English-
speaking instructor

Nordic Walking:

- uses 90% of muscles for a total
body workout and toning

« burns 46% more calories than
ordinary walking

. provides a great cardiovascular
workout

- is great for back, shoulder & neck

. is suitable for all levels of physical
ability

For further information please contact

Stephanie Weber
icwalkingwi TWor il
076 465 05 24
4 Savop: . 2
% Pa%y Discover the music &
? 8 humour of the world-

ke

CoibertdSP famous librettist-
Sullivan Society composer duo

WS Gilbert and Arthur Sullivan!
Whether you are a singer, musician
or general music lover, we have
musical and non-musical events
throughout the year for your
enjoyment:

Musical Theatre Workshop: 20 May
Summer Apero Party: 17 June

Yule Apero: 8 December

Burns Supper: 27 January 2018

The Gilbert & Sullivan Society of Basel
www. savoyards . ch
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{ David Cox as Charles Condo ine

David has been a member of The Semi-Circle’ and
involved in numerous productions for many years, as
actor, director, and stage and lighting designer. Most
recent credits with T include Henry
Smith in The Extraor
Goldfish (2014) for which he receive K National
Drama Festival Association awar best
performance, .and as director for Entertai
(2015). The p’d'r} of Charles in BLITHE SPIRIT always
been on hi;?ucke’r—lis’r of roles ... well,

‘Always’!
e

by an immortal
e moment she en
orks of fiction an
> living to cause a b




Cast

‘qu‘\a Zuger as Madame rcati |

Dlono has been in Swiftzerland since ’rhe[swinging
sixties and, as a Founder Member of The Semi-Circle,
she hos been involved, on s’roge and i

brought him to Basel in 1981 and he rehred from
Pharmaceutical R&D only a couple of years ago.
Retfirement has allowed Michael to broaden his

adings and then d's_ fr
2016 June and autumn




Fiona Muller as Edith, the Maidy...

Since Fiona was at school she has been

interested in acting and, in recent: ye‘kg\fi’s, she"

played several roles in a Swiss dmo’reur i'f'odp. .
attending drama  cours€ss,in Vancouver and ‘
Glasgow, her wish fo_G@hinEnglish grew even i
stronger. Fionajoined The S 2 in 2016 as one .
of The Coﬁ’ exoti 5 es a

Now she s -
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Production Crew

Director Scott Holland

Assistant Director Susan Aeschbach

Producer Richard Brown

Stage Manager Alison Bolton

Assis’rqn’r Stage Manager Kirsten Graser

Stage Hands Heather Genini, Dragan Gelev,

, ~ Hansueli MUller, Gabi Solomon, Tanja Spichty
Stage & Set Design ScottHolland, Richard Brown, Ash Chumber
Seft Build Ash Chumber, Richard Brown, Bernard D’ Alwis
Set Dressing Consultant Jolanda Gilbert
Light & Sound Jerome Salyers, Billy Gilbert, Michael Clarke
PEQ:ES Manager Sue Stafford
Cosiumes Caroline D' Alwis, Marlis Miller
Make-up Barbara Bekalska, Helen Baldomero,

Valentina Dalessa, Irem Gurbuz,
Elena Degl’'Innocenti, Amy D’ Alwis

Front of House and Box office Sue Newstead, Edward Atkinson, Corinna
Balfour, Adrian Chess, Miriam Cohn, Jan
Hawley, Louise Haughton, Maggie Jagger,
Sharon Marshall, Sarah Nevill, David Nevill,
Ralf Pfaff, Joy Scherer, Val Walder

Bar Chris Jones, Peter Hilton, Wendy Monard,
Tim Seabrook

Publicity Sue Newstead, Billy Gilbert, David Laurie

Artwork Design Ruth Lowe

Photography & Programme Ralf Pfaff

N

S

Special thanks to all fémily members of the committee, the director, the cast and
crew — without their support and patience this production would not have come
to the stage.

Oh friends ... it doesn't matter if you're a man or a woman; if you love somebody,
these are the words that you have to learn to say. Now listen carefully. Here it
comes ...

I'll be loving you, always — with a love that's frue, always — when the things you
planned, need a helping hand, | will understand, always, always — Days may not
be fair, always — that's when I'll be there, always — not for just an hour — not for just
a day - nof for just a year, but always.

‘Always’ by Irving Berlin 1925 (Act |, Scene 2)
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FG Basel everything under one roof
All levels from Kindergarten to Matura

FG Basel

- recognises and fosters individual strengths

« opens a direct pathway to Matura

- is located in a fully equipped school building with
modern facilities

- offers a day school structure to support working parents

- imparts values and traditions within a family-like atmosphere
grounded in the local community

www.fg-basel.ch /061 378 98 88

N
ﬂ FG Basel
® education made to measure since 1889



Noéel Coward by Scott Holland

Noél Peirce Coward (1899-1248) was an arfist'who*epitomised British elegance
and sophistication in thegheaire and in life. His'public persona was frivolous and
seemingly pretentiousgbut his pen was a sword that cleverlysliced up hypocrisy
and questioned contfemporary morals around unspoken topics such as adultery
and upper-class privilege.

He was born 116 December 1899 in Teddington, England, info what he called
"genteel poverty”. Noél was intelligent, temperamental, and a natural performer
from an early age, making his first stage appearances in amateur concerts at
seven years ald. He loved to dance and sing and threw terrible fantrums if he was
not summonéd to perform for guests at home. He made his public stage début
aged 12 onq’ quickly made friends with the adult artists in the theatre, finding his
way info middle- and even upper-middle-class circles in and around London.
From these social circles he observed and created the material for his plays.

Coward was considered a boy genius of the West End stage in the 1920’s and
30’s, durimg which he wrote and offen acted in his own plays such as The Vortex
(the play that secured his fome aged 25), Hay Fever; Pr:vore Lives and Design For
Living. A 2 8 )

He was renowned for writing witty and conversational dialogue for his ch@racters
which was unique in a time of exclamatory theatrical scripts. Thus, many of his
earlier plays were successfully adapted for the screen in the early 1930’s.

Through the 1930's, Coward produced several plays for the West End and
Broadway, splitting his fime between London, New York and Paris. By 1940 he had
written 32 plays — BLITHE SPIRIT followed in 1941 = and approximately 140 tunes,
including the hits ‘Mad Dogs and Englishmen Go Out in the Midday Sun’ and
‘Don't Let's Be Beastly to the Germans'. Among his films were Cavalcade, In
Which We Serve and Brief Encounter. He also became @ celebrity in his own right,
making persendl appearances on television'and as a cabaret artist.
: E

In the 1940’s Coward séitled in Jamaica. A reporter once asked him why he c‘ﬁose
to live in Jamaica rathef than in Britain, o which he replied ‘| can answer that in
just two words - income fax.” He built a home there and entertained lavishly.

Sir No&l Coward received a Knighthood in 1970 in recggniﬁo’h of his talents and
service to his country. He died on 29 March 1973'at hishome'in Jamaica. In 1984,
a commemorativesstone was placed in the Poets! Coroer——of Westminster Abbey.

Along with hls music, film and oft-produced ploy§ a constant stream of articles,
biographies and documentaries keep hisimage alive as the personification of wit,
gentility and elegance.
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‘l"iii‘l The Semi-Circle’s Play Reading dates 2017
.1..41 ion:
Sircle next production: 12 June
3 July
Secrets W 4 September
An Evening of Short Plays ol 2 October

26, 27, 28 October,
2, 3, 4 November 2

auditions at www.sémi-circle.ch mbers cnd non-members

from 1 ; ) are welcome.
.
_ 5
.

If you would like to get involved in the World of Theatre r
acting, directing, stage-managing, producing,
make-up or costumes/props,
set designing or building,

lighting & sound, artwork & publicity,
i- ouse, or general help ... "
... we would love to hear from you!
Contact us at info@semi-circle.ch or
visit our website www.semi-circle.ch

1"
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enerous sponsor and providing us with dro

from Theater Rampe, Borrom&um

hof, where we took photos
dio Switzerland®( and Radio X for giving

bach-Kopprio AG, Neubadstrasse 150,.Basel fo

their shop

All helpers for move-in, move-out and everythi
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Restaurant Sternen Allschwil

Baslerstrasse 326
4123 Allschwil
Tel. 061 481 77 10
reservation@sternen-allschwil.ch
www.sternen-allschwil.ch
Closed Sunday and Monday

Hdsian Cuising
Chingsg Spgcialitigs
Midday Meal Peals

The Sternen-Team looks forward to
welcoming you to the Restaurant Sternen on
Lindenplatz in Allschwil, and wishes the Semi-
Circle every success!
Bruno Moser and Ka Seng Ha



Tax Returns Law Finance Money
Saving Pensions Insurance
Security Care Investments
Quality Company Formation
Business Service Professional
Knowledge Interest Help
Switzerland Property Prompt
Expat Specialist House Growth
International Basel English
Friendly Qualified Life Children
Future Independent Planning
Mortgages Unbiased Advice You

Whatever you are looking for, if it involves Tax, Law Finance or Investments, expats say
that Grether MacGeorge GmbH is the company to go to. With twelve years of unbroken
service to the expat community in Basel and beyond there are few problems we have not
seen and solved before.

Grether MacGeorge GmbH
Austrasse 95, 4051 Basel, Switzerland
solutions@gmacg.com

061 206 8800

Www.gmacg.com

Authorised and Regulated by the Swiss Financial Market Supervisory Authority FINMA
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