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1.

The Semi-Circle is delighted to welcome you to our spring 2012 production, The 
Shadow Box by Michael Cristofer. The past 12 months have been very busy; the 
musical RENT, the award-winning FEATS entry, Death of a Clown and the autumn 
production Looking Back Falling Forward have all been extremely well received and 
brought in a number of new members alongside some of our longer-serving performers 
and production team. In November 2011, we appointed Eleanor Low as publicity 
offi cer. Since then she has changed our approach with some attractive and sophisticated 
designs along with new methods of getting our message out via new media and 
other channels.

When we asked our audience 18 months ago, the overwhelming request was for us 
to fi nd a performance space near to the city centre. With the continued unavailability 
of the Schönes Haus, our search narrowed down to the Berufsfachschule Theater as 
the only regularly available and affordable city-centre option at present. Though this 
space is obviously an aula and does not have a modern lighting or sound system, we 
are experimenting and trying to bring the best out of it. We are learning about how to 
deal with the snags and diffi culties but welcome your comments and suggestions on 
how it could be improved. We will be performing another set of one-act plays here in 
September.

So what is next? We have met the goals that we set for the Verein two years ago and 
the committee will be conducting a strategic review in May to set the direction for the 
next three years. We welcome any suggestions and views about what you would like 
to see us doing via our website, www.semi-circle.ch, under the “Welcome” and then 
“Contact us” tabs. We are always looking for new ideas and people to join us in the 
technical aspects of our productions as well as directors and performers. We are 
putting a particular emphasis on building strong production teams before auditioning
for acting roles. So if you have an interest in stage design, stage management, 
carpentry, sound, lights or video, we are always delighted to hear from you along with 
those interested in acting and directing. Thank you for your support and hoping that 
you fi nd The Shadow Box a rewarding experience.

Richard Brown, President
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“The action takes place over the course of   
on THE grounds of a hospice located on the    



an afternoon and evening 
Northern California  coast in 1971.”
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Das Leben hat so viel zu bieten. Nutzen Sie 
die schönen Momente, um Kraft zu tanken. Denn 
man braucht viel Kraft, um mit Krebs zu leben 
oder ihn zu überwinden. Wir unterstützen 
Sie dabei, indem wir besonderen Wert auf die 
Aktivierung Ihrer Abwehrkräfte legen. Wir setzen 
sowohl auf schulmedizinische Erkenntnisse als 
auch auf komplementäre Behandlungen wie die 
Misteltherapie. Begleitet von einem breiten 
therapeutischen Spektrum. Wir sehen nicht nur 
die Krankheit, sondern Ihre individuelle Persön-
lichkeit als Ganzes.

Lukas Klinik
Zentrum für integrative 
Tumortherapie 
und Supportive Care

Infoline +41 (0)61 702 09 09
Mo 17–20, Mi 8 –14, Fr 14–17 Uhr
www.lukasklinik.ch

LUK0072_anz_148x210_4f_rz.indd   2 27.02.12   14:36
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“There are fi ve different stages that a 
person will go through when they face
the fact of their own death: 

Denial
Anger

Bargaining
Depression

Acceptance

These stages will last for different 
periods of time, they will replace each 
other, or exist at times side by side... 
But the one thing that usually persists 
through all these stages is hope.” 
- E. Kubler-Ross, M.D.



direcTor s noTe`

One of the characters in The Shadow Box asserts at the outset of the play: “The 
trouble is that most of us spend our entire lives trying to forget that we’re going to die.”  
Modern Western culture promotes an “invisible death”: feelings and emotions are kept 
private and much of the entire process of dying is orchestrated by institutions whose 
interest is fi nancial, not personal or spiritual. We are practically encouraged to view 
death as some sort of failure.  
 
Many tribal societies see death as an integral part of life and take care to prepare well 
in advance for this important transition. The much misunderstood phrase “It’s a good 
day to die” is not a defi ant assertion of embracing death but an acknowledgement that 
all things from the past have been resolved and cleared so as not to be an impediment 
to the future, come what may. 
 
There is never a better time than right now to challenge ourselves to live the life we 
were born to live, to give the gift of ourselves to this world and the people who love us.  
Too often we wait until tragedy strikes to begin the search for what is most important 
to us in life. Everyone who has ever experienced tragedy will tell you: “Someone should 
have said it sooner.”
 
The characters in The Shadow Box hold up “little mirrors” in a powerful way: are we 
living our lives, or are they living us? Are we truly alive, or simply the walking dead, 
unaware of anything around us but our fears and desires until something happens to 
lay us bare? We are encouraged to wake up to who we are and the life we are living, 
before we fi nd we can’t.
 
What a folly to dread the thought of throwing away life at once, and yet have no regard 
to throwing it away by parcels and piecemeal. – John Howe

Jerome Salyers, Director
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producer s noTe`

Our director Jerome Salyers and I have cooperated on a number of different projects 
over the last few years. So I was delighted when he suggested that he direct 
The Shadow Box for us. Jerome has a strong connection with this play on a 
professional and emotional level and has been able to bring his particular appreciation 
of this beautiful piece to life. We have also been generously supported by our 
sponsors, some of whom are exhibiting in the foyer. So please take some time visit 
them in the interval. 

Given the off-stage demands of the show, I had no intention of acting but had to step 
in to the role of Brian due to a change in availability. Likewise, Anthony Hehir had to 
step in to the role of Mark a month before the show opened, which has been diffi cult 
but also very rewarding. Despite these challenges, the cast and crew have devoted a 
huge amount of time and energy into making this a very special event. I hope that you 
also fi nd it a rewarding experience.  

Richard Brown, Producer

Duplicity – 
An evening of twists, deceit 
and much more...

Semi-Circle´s 
next production:
Duplicity – 
An evening of twists, 
deceit and much 
more...

Auditions:
May 2nd & 4th

Performances:
Sept 20, 21, 22, 
27, 28, 29

For more info:
www.semi-circle.ch

next production



Syngenta wishes the  

Semi-Circle theater group  

a successful play 

Syngenta is one of the world's leading 

companies with more than 26,000 employees 

in over 90 countries dedicated to our purpose:  

 

Bringing plant potential to life.  

 

 

www.syngenta.com 



coTTage 1 

David Laurie – Joe
David Laurie fi rst took to the stage in the 1980s, 
singing in the chorus of amateur operettas in sunny 
south-west Scotland in Carmen, Merry Widow, Turandot.
After a short (20-year!) gap to focus on pharma R&D 
work, he has fi nally got his priorities right and has 
come back to performing, singing in the chorus of 
Semi-Circle’s performance of RENT (June 2011), 
and experiencing his acting debut as evil, randy King 
Claudius in Ruby of Elsinore (October 2011).

Stephanie Németh Parker – Maggie
Stephanie Németh Parker has been acting in Basel 
for over 10 years. Most recently she’s had roles in 
A Streetcar Named Desire, Closer and Doubt (the latter 
two with Upstart Entertainment). Stephanie also does 
voiceover work for Omega Watches, Audi and Die Post 
to name a few. She’d like to thank her family for
allowing her the freedom to live her dream. These 
performances are dedicated to her Granny and Abuelita 
who both died in hospice. It’s one life, let’s live it!

Daniel Sims – Steve
Daniel Sims, who has been in Basel since the age of 
3, is originally from Aylesbury, England. He acts on a 
regular basis. Having been involved in Bugsy Malone 
as Dandy Dan, A Midsummer Night’s Dream as 
Bottom and a monologue series at school, he has 
also taken part in six pantomimes and the recent 
production of RENT as The Man, fi nally deciding to 
turn his hand to more serious acting, and auditioning 
for The Shadow Box.

Joe

 Maggie

Steve
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coTTage 2

Richard Brown – Brian
Richard Brown is from Norfolk, UK, and came to Basel 
via Wilmington, DE, and Walnut Creek, CA. Richard is 
the president of Semi-Circle and was the producer of 
the musical RENT in June 2011. Recently he directed 
Night by Harold Pinter at the autumn production 2011 
and has played numerous roles for the Semi-Circle, 
including Lucky Eric in Bouncers by John Godber 
and a cameo role as Mr Grey in RENT. Richard is also 
treasurer of the Basel English Panto Group and has 
played both many roles and in the band for the Basel 
Panto. Richard has three beautiful daughters who live 
in California and London.

Kate Michaels – Beverly
Kate Michaels is a singer, actor and director. Kate’s 
training includes the American Institute of Musical 
Studies in Graz, Austria. In 1994 she received an Irma 
Cooper Scholarship for opera studies in Austria. 
Her performance credits include Evita in Evita, Hunyak 
in Chicago, Annie in Annie Get Your Gun, Luisa in The 
Fantasticks, Beauty in Beauty and the Beast, Audrey 
in Little Shop of Horrors, Ann in A Little Night Music, 
Grace in Annie, Lily in Carnival, Nancy in Oliver, Sonia/
Joanne in Godspell, Nicki in Sweet Charity, Valencienne 
in The Merry Widow, Papagena in The Magic Flute and 
Diane in My Bitchy Witchy Paris Vacation. 
www.katemichaels.com  

Anthony Hehir – Mark
Anthony grew up in Botswana and has been in 
Switzerland since 2008. He has always had a passion 
for theatre and continues to nurture his interest in the 
performing arts. Recent stage credits include Michael 
in tick, tick...BOOM!, The Dame in Treasure Island – 
the Panto and Tom Collins in RENT. Aside from 
performing, Anthony is a qualifi ed dietitian and holds 
a global marketing position at a nutrition company in 
Switzerland. “I love this play. Thanks to Jerome and his 
team, the cast and of course my wonderful Alex for all 
the support. Enjoy the show!”

Brian

 Beverly

Mark
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coTTage 3

Diana Zuger – Felicity
A founder member of the Semi-Circle, Diana Zuger 
has been involved in many productions over the years. 
Thirty years ago she was playing young ladies, such as 
Gwendoline in The Importance of Being Earnest, and 
as she matured, took on many other wonderful roles. 
With time, she tried her hand at directing and had 
great fun telling others what to do. Her most recent 
role was in The Quartet as an ageing diva. But now, 
she says, this really is the end!

Eva Mann – Agnes
Eva Mann has a master’s in theatre directing from East 
15 Acting School, London. Dividing her time between 
the UK and Switzerland, she works as both an actor 
and director for various projects. Eva’s acting roles and 
projects include Köstliche Quelle, Erifi la in Tumult im 
Narrenhaus, Princess in The Soldier’s Story, Polly 
Peachum in The Beggar’s Opera, Beatrice in Much 
Ado about Nothing and Julie-Ann in Roleplay. 
Eva was awarded best actress for her portrayal of 
John Augustine’s Siobhan at the International English 
Theatre Festival in Lublin, Poland. 

Belén Navarro – Interviewer
Belén Navarro is from Madrid, Spain, and came to 
Basel through love last summer. She studied physical 
theatre in Mar Navarro´s and Andrés Hernandez LeCoq´s 
School in Madrid and co-wrote, directed and performed 
in the theatre companies Oui C´est Moi and Filulas de 
Cariaconcia in Madrid. She is also a music composer/
songwriter and a butoh dancer. Her most recent 
venture was to start a Women´s Creation Group in 
Basel, guiding women into an artistic exploration of 
movement. 

Felicity

Interviewer

 Agnes

11.



 
 

  The English Show 
                       We know what’s on the go 
 

Local news, interviews, events, information 
  
    Every Tuesday 18:30 – 20:00 
_________________________________________________ 
 

Radio X: 94.5 (Basel, St. Louis, Lörrach), 93.6 (Liestal) 
Livestreaming: www.RadioX.ch 
Facebook: The English Show 
Podcast and show info: www.TheEnglishShow.com 










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














Switzerland's largest English speaking running club 

Sponsored by 

 

 
 
Wishing you an enjoyable performance! 

              
          www.kidsmusic.ch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Wishing you an enjoyable performance! 

           
          www.kidsmusic.ch 

Gilb
S

Promo
Sull

even
Next e
• 4th M

Cen
• 15th

Alte
• 201

plan
pro

 

ert &
Sullivan
      Soc

oting the mu
ivan in the 

nts for mem
events in Ba
May - Play-

ntrepoint Lib
h June – Mu
erszentrum 
13 – Stage p
nning).  If in
ducing, stag

n
ciety
usical works
Basel regio

mbers & non
asel: 
reading of 
brary, Lohn

usical Gala A
zum Lamm

production (
nterested in
ging let us k

Write t
events@
More d
www.sa

s of Gilbert 
n. Regular 
-members.

‘Ruddigore
hof 
Apero, 

m, Rebgasse
(in 
 performing

know. 
to: 
@savoyards.c
details at: 
avoyards.ch

& 

 

e’. 

g, 

ch

h 



www.inspirecoaching.com

 
            

         

 
Personal and Executive Coaching 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Inspire  Empower  Succeed

 Stress Management

 Overcoming Barriers to Success

 Stop Procrastinating - NOW!

 Dealing with Change

 Give yourself SPACE to GROW



Pure Aveda Lifestyle Salon & Spa
Bäumleingasse 14, 4051 Basel
Tel: 061 273 77 73

pure@pureaveda.ch
pureaveda.ch
facebook.com/pure.aveda.switzerland

Customized 
Wellbeing

Bring this advert with you to benefit from 
10% off your next service with us!



Jerome Salyers, Director/Set
Jerome Salyers’ directing credits include Educating 
Rita, Noises Off, Once in a Lifetime, Our Town, Gypsy 
and Mame as well as numerous one-acts. In Basel, 
he joined a group of local directors for the 2007 Gay 
Beggar’s one-act production Stuck, directing the title 
piece and Helpless Doorknobs. 

With degrees in stage management and creative 
writing from California State University, Chico and 
Hayward, respectively, Jerome won BATF awards in 
1991 and 1993 for directing and lighting design. 
In stage management, lighting and sound design, 
some of hiis productions include The Skin of our Teeth, 
Blood Wedding, The Fantasticks, Diamonds, Woman 
in Mind, Fallen Angels and The Coloured Museum as 
well as over 50 additional productions and concerts 
in the professional and regional circuits for the San 
Francisco and Northern California area. Since moving 
to Basel, Jerome works at the BIS and assists his wife, 
Kate Michaels, a professional singer and actress with 
her production company, New Arts Paradigm, Gmbh. 

He is a 20-year contributing author to the off-beat 
online e-zine Doorknobs & Bodypaint and self-published 
his fi rst collection of fl ash fi ction pieces early in 2011, 
never too clear about where “there” really is. His 
original recording The Approaching Storm can be 
found at CDBaby. Jerome is excited to help bring The 
Shadow Box to Basel and greatly appreciates the 
support and interest in the Semi-Circle community for 
making it happen. 

Jerome

creaTive TeaM
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Christian Joller, Lighting Design
Christian Joller´s lighting design work is widely distributed 
across all areas of the entertainment industry. Inspired 
by a deep fascination with lighting from an early age, 
he fi rst started his own lighting and effects equipment 
rental business before moving deeper into lighting 
design for all manner of productions. Nowadays he 
works full-time for Designlight, one of Switzerland´s 
most infl uential lighting design fi rms, based in Zurich. 
He recently toured Switzerland with Dada Ante Portas, 
77 Bombay Street and Red Charly as well as working
for Sour Angelica, an opera tour, and supporting 
Roberts Luftschiff in Friedrichshafen. In the world of 
theatre, his lighting design for Songs for a New World 
and the ballet production The Dark Side of the Moon 
proved his versatility and creativity when it comes to 
innovative lighting ideas. As a lighting operator he has 
worked on large-scale shows such as the Thuner-
Seespiele and the Schlossoper Haldenstein. He also 
operates the lighting for Giacobbo/Müller on Swiss 
television SF1 on a regular basis.

John MacKinnon, Composer, Songwriter, 
Studio Engineer
Originally from Scotland, John is excited to create the 
musical score for Semi-Circle’s spring production, 
The Shadow Box. Currently based just outside of 
London, he collaborates on many different projects 
from songwriting for bands and TV to scoring fi lms, as 
well as producing, engineering and mixing for artists 
with diverse musical styles and backgrounds including 
Egyptian percussion, heavy metal, country and opera.  
He has enjoyed working with many talented composers 
and performers including Hossam Ramzy, B. A. Robertson 
and Martin Smith, and several engineering projects 
have had the good fortune to become platinum releases. 
In addition to building and maintaining several recording 
studios, John also plays bass, guitar and keyboard. 
John is an avid photographer, and enjoys travelling and 
riding motorcycles whenever he gets the chance.

Christian

 John

creaTive TeaM
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Colleen Dunkel, Costume Design
Colleen Dunkel, alias Mrs Crocodile, is a freelance 
costumer and teacher based in Basel. She studied 
theatre arts and costume design at Santa Barbara City 
College and graduated in French at the University of 
California, Berkeley. She has been involved in 
numerous productions in Basel and her home town 
of Santa Barbara. In 2011 she did the costumes for 
Doubt and Midsummer Night’s Dream with Upstart 
Entertainment, production design and costumes for 
RENT with Semi-Circle and costumes for Das Kind von 
Noah with Theater 58 in Zurich. She also contributed 
to Märchentheater Fidibus and their 2011 production 
of König Drosselbart. She is also employed at Theater 
Basel.

Lisa Heggendorn, Movement Consultant
Lisa was born in Switzerland and trained professionally 
there and in the US. Her versatility as an artist can be 
attributed to her extensive multidisciplinary dance 
education as well as her performance experience in 
numerous dance productions. 

Lisa choreographs and produces dance shows in 
Switzerland and the US. She is the owner of LT Dance 
& Performing Arts and Pilates Reforming Studio in 
Switzerland.

Colleen

 Lisa

creaTive TeaM
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Biogemüse
im Abo
Wöchentlich frisches Gemüse 
direkt vom Hof, geliefert in eine 
Depotstelle in Ihrer Nähe.
www.birsmattehof.ch

Agrico
Genossenschaft für 
biologischen Landbau
CH-4106 Therwil  
Tel. 061 721 77 09 
Fax. 061 723 90 58
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Preschool / Primary / Middle School

•	 Bilingual	immersion	(German/English)

•	 Developing	strengths

•	 Extensive	after-school	programme	(open	to	non-enrolled	ais	children):	
	 theatre,	music,	sports,	Art	and	Design,	cookery	&	excursions

•	 Themed	holiday	activity	programme	(open	to	non-enrolled	ais	children),	
	 including	language	programmes	in	German	&	English	

College 

•	 Instruction	in	English

•	 Globally	recognized	university	entrance	examinations:	IGCSE,	AS-	&	A-levels	

•	 Extensive	curriculum

•	 Personal	education	counselling

•	 Vocational	Bridge	Programme	into	Swiss	vocational	education:

	 >	 Academic,	intercultural	and	linguistic	education	for	admission	into	Swiss			
	 				vocational	schools	in	sectors	such	as	healthcare,	commerce,	education	etc.

	 >	 Practical	assistance	&	training	to	find	a	work	placement	(placement	
	 	 guaranteed)

	 >	 Work	observation	in	different	business	sectors

	 >	 Limited	places

Bilingual	Section		 College
Schifferhaus,	Bonergasse	75,	4057	Basel								 Schifflände	3,	4051	Basel
Tel.	061	260	20	00																						 Tel.	061	260	20	80

academia	International	School																																				www.academia-international.ch
Principal:	Sarah	Taylor																																								 sarah.taylor@academia-international.ch
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soccer & Multi sports camps 
summer holidays

For more information  
in your region  
& to book online visit 

MINI  SOCCER  CAMPS  (3 tO 5 yRS) 
A great fun intro for Boys & Girls in a stimulating & safe 
environment. Mornings only.

JuNIOR  CAMPS  (5 tO 9 yRS) 
Great fun with more brilliant challenges the older the child. Split 
into age & ability. Multi Sports in afternoons.

ACAdEMy  CAMPS  (10 tO 13 yRS) 
Fun-filled soccer action for Boys & Girls looking for more of a 
challenge. Multi Sports in afternoons.

gIRlS  CAMPS  (5 tO 13 yRS) 
Great chance for Girls of ALL abilities to have fun & learn new 
skills with fantastic Girl Coaches. Multi Sports in afternoons.

gOAlkEEPERS  CAMPS  (7 tO 13 yRS) 
High intensity fun courses for beginners to experienced 
goalkeepers. Multi Sports in afternoons.

FREEStylE  CAMPS  (5 tO 13 yRS) 
Learn new skills & tricks. Top Freestyler John Farnworth 
www.johnfarnworth.com appearing at all Camps week 2 July.

A great fun intro for Boys & Girls in a stimulating & safe 

Great fun with more brilliant challenges the older the child. Split 

Fun-filled soccer action for Boys & Girls looking for more of a 

CAMP INFORMAtION
Multi sports every afternoon
Boys-Girls of aLL abilities welcome…
5 Day camps Monday till Friday until 1700 each day!
0845 drop off possible!
hot Lunch provided!
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Parent & Child
A chance for parents with 

babies aged 4 months 
or over and children 

from 1 to 4 years of age 
to experience the water 

in a relaxed environment.

Aqua-Fit®

Fitness training to 
music in deep 
water. 
For elite and 
amateur athletes 
and for rehab patients.

Children
Courses at all levels of 

ability with tests on 
completion of the 

course. From the “little 
crab” to the “dolphin”. For 

children aged 4 or over.

Aqua-Gym
Exercises in warm water 
to strengthen and stretch 
the muscles. Suitable 
for non-swimmers 
and overweight 
and older people.

Adults
Training in technique 

and style at various 
levels of ability 

from beginners to 
advanced swimmers.

Aqua-Zumba®  

An effective water-based 
workout that is gentle 
on the joints while 
improving stamina, 
strengthening muscles 
and burning calories.

Contact us for no-obligation advice and registration.

Schwimmschule Knechtli · Sternengasse 23 · 4051 Basel
Tel. 061 302 98 60 · info@knechtli.com · www.knechtli.com

Qualified swimming courses and 
water activities for all ages
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• Discover your potentials
• Achieve your personal goals
• Become who you really are

www.lebenssicht.ch  
Solution-oriented coaching and counseling  (G/E)

…On the road to self-fulfillment… ?

The Basel Hash House Harriers 
Come join us to fi nd out what hashing 
is all about!

http://basel.harrier.eu.org/

www.jaquet.com

www.jaquet.com





Tax Returns Law Finance Money 
Saving Pensions Insurance 
Secur i ty Care Investments 
Quality Company Formation 
Business Service Professional 
K n o w l e d g e I n t e r e s t H e l p 
Switzerland Property Prompt 
Expat Specialist House Growth 
International Basel English 
Friendly Qualified Life Children 
Future Independent Planning 
Mortgages Unbiased  Advice You   
Whatever you are looking for, if it involves Tax, Law Finance or Investments, expats say 
that Grether MacGeorge GmbH is the company to go to. With twelve years of unbroken 
service to the expat community in Basel and beyond there are few problems we have not 
seen and solved before.

Grether MacGeorge GmbH
Austrasse 95, 4051 Basel, Switzerland

solutions@gmacg.com

061 206 8800

www.gmacg.com
Authorised and Regulated by the Swiss Financial Market Supervisory Authority FINMA



Naturally good.
www.ricola.com

 CROWD PLEASER.

Ricola presents: a cast of precious Swiss herbs. Extra calming and soothing for the throat, 

uniquely mild and wonderfully delicious in taste. For an uninterrupted theatrical 

experience – because coughing doesn’t play a role here. Enjoy the performance.


