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Thursday April 23

Over The Wall
by James Saunders

Words Of Advice
by Fay Weldon

Shop For Charity
by Charles Manders

International School of Berne
Upstage, Berne

Interlude, Interlaken

Friday April 24

The Collection
by Harold Pinter

Creation And Fall Of Man
by The Grocers Of Norwich

Mixed Doubles (extracts)
by John Bowen and Alan Ayck-
bourn

Zurich Comedy Club
Semi-Circle, Basle

GEDS (Geneva English
Dramatic Society)

Saturday April 25

Lovers And Other Strangers
(extracts) by Renée Taylor
and Joseph Bologna

A Separate Peace
by Tom Stoppard

Pirates Of Penzance (extracts)
by Gilbert And Sullivan

Little Theater Group, Geneva

Village Players, Lutry

GAOS (Geneva Amateur
Operatic Society)



Grusswort des Stadtprasidenten

Dem April wird nachgesagt, er sei ein launischer und verspielter Mo-
nat, der es liebt, in verschiedensten Erscheinungsformen und mit den
verschiedensten Masken aufzutreten. Wenn nun in dieser Zeit neun
Englisch sprechende Laientheater mit heiteren und ernsten Einaktern
bekannter und unbekannter Autoren auftreten, mag das Kafigturm-
Theater spiegeln, was sich gerade klimatisch abspielt. Zwar gehort
auch in der Schweiz landauf, landab das Laienspiel zur kulturellen Tra-
dition, dennoch bin ich Gberzeugt, dass ein gewichtiges Zeichen an-
gelsachsischer Theaterbesessenheit eine reizvolle Bereicherung in
unseren Alltag hereintragen wird. Beispielsweise allein schon die Be-
liebtheit englischer Filme, die Bewunderung fiir den englischen Hu-
mor — sie entspricht einem ahnlich gelagerten, tief verwurzelten Ver-
standnis fur sprachliche Untertreibung und einem kaum zu Ulberse-
henden Hang fiir das Vergntiglich-Makabre — zeigen in einer breiten
Bevolkerungsschicht Affinitat zu angelsdchsischem Geist und garan-
tieren zweifellos flir das Festival eine gute Aufnahmebereitschaft
beim Publikum.

Ich wiinsche dem Unterfangen Erfolg; mdge das erste Festival in Bern
glicklicher Vorlaufer fir viele Wiederholungen sein.

Mit freundlichen Grissen
Werner Bircher
Stadtprasident von Bern

A word of greeting from the Mayor of the City of Berne

April, itis said, is a month characterised by many changing moods —
a month which appears in the most widely differing disguises. It may
therefore be considered an appropriate time for nine English-language
amateur theatre groups from throughout Switzerland to stage here at
the Theater am Kafigturm their first Festival of One-act Plays, the dra-
matic content of which may be likened to the constantly changing cli-
mate of this season. Switzerland, of course, is not without its own
amateur theatre tradition. Nevertheless, | am convinced that this clear
demonstration of the Anglo-Swiss passion for the theatre will enrich
our cultural life still further. The popularity of English-language films
and our admiration for English comedy are just two of the reasons for
the deep-rooted appreciation of the spoken understatement and the
attraction of black humour. They are also proof of the widespread affi-
nity among the Swiss population to the Anglo-Saxon mentality —
and an almost certain guarantee of the Festival's ready and positive
acceptance among the theatre-going public.

| wish the venture every success, and hope that this English-language
Festival will be the first of many to be held in Switzerland.

With best wishes
Werner Bircher
Mayor of the City of Berne
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How It All Began ...

I have been a keen theatre-goer for many years, studied and taught
drama and have been involved in amateur dramatic societies at home.
So | wondered what kind of opportunities there would be in Switzer-
land for pursuing one of my favourite pastimes.

| need not have worried. English-speaking amateur drama has a wide
appeal in Switzerland, not only among native English-speakers, but
also to the Swiss and to the international community resident in this
country. Two or three groups already existed in the larger cities and
this number has increased considerably over the past 12 years.

| was a regular member of the audience at performances by the Gene-
va English Dramatic Society, and later at those of Upstage in Berne. |
took great pleasure in being entertained and was impressed by the
professionalism of their productions. | was, however, frustrated at [i-
ving too far away to take a more active part. So, eager to exchange this
passive role, | became joint-founder, with Freda Abplanalp, of a small
amateur dramatic society in Interlaken which we named Interlude. It
was during this time that the idea of bringing the various societies to-
gether was born. It seemed a shame that so many different groups
with a common interest should exist and yet have little contact with
each other.

When | moved to Montreux, | joined the Village Players in Lutry and de-
cided to broach my idea at an inter-group meeting in Geneva. The ini-
tial reaction was favourable, contact was made with the other socie-
ties, and this three-day festival, hosted by the Berne group Upstage, is
the culmination of 15 months of planning.

The basic aim has already been achieved in forging a closer link bet-
ween the societies and | sincerely hope you will enjoy the programme
which is the fruit of their combined efforts. Itis also our wish that this
festival will be a popular success, eventually becoming an established
tradition to be repeated every two or three years.

Many thanks to all those who have been involved in the organisation
of this festival and to you, the members of the audience, for your
highly-appreciated support.

Sue Bolton
Festival Initiator
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international School of Berne

The drama group of the International School of Berne was formed five
years ago. The students come from many countries and usually have
limited experience in acting. They work on a volunteer basis and every
student, however talented, performs. At least one play is performed a
year, from classics like Midsummer Night's Dream, to rock musicals
like Dracula Spectacula. The students have also enjoyed old time mu-
sic halls and outside street productions.

As our international students are only likely to be in Switzerland for
two or three years, the drama group changes every year, so the work is
always different and challenging.

Over The Wall by James Saunders

James Saunders was bornin London in 1925. He was a teacher by day
and a playwright by night, until devoting all his time to writing. He
wrote: “Theatre is a playspace where you can ask silly or serious que-
stions about life, death, time, space, freedom and compulsion, what it
is to see and hear, what words really are . . . It cannot do harm, unless
experience is harm. Theatre is non-verbal; it uses words, as painters
use paint, but what it tries to get at is underneath the words, under-
neath the logical exposition.!” Over The Wall revolves round this
theme.

Backstage

Choreographer: Mrs Gaila Lebherz

Art Design: Mrs Jean White + Art Department
Stage Manager: Mr Harry Haarmann

Assistant Director: Claudia Stokes

Director: Mrs Liz Furrer-Clark

Cast
Narrator: Characters:
Mark Robinson 1. Kate McMahon
2. Derek Bennet
Dancers:
Pa::rick de Groot 3. Paul and Michael Ireland
Soo Kwun 4. Evelyn Knoblauch
Jennifer Meyrick 5. Jane Gallagher
Tiffany Reimann 6. Jeff Lync_h
Nicole Ringgold 7. T.J. Purdie
Lisa Virtue 8. Vincent De Groot
9. Zisock Song

Mark Hayes (Doctor)
Rosalind Anderson (Mother)
Zahid Haider (Father)

/%m, 7

RADIO FORDERBAND

Did you know that the Berne local radio station
BERN 104 — RADIO FORDERBAND also broadcasts
in English ? Every third Thursday evening,
from 8 to 8.45 pm, Mathew Ammann presents
ANGLOPHONE.

The programme features a wide range of news and
views in English, talks, interviews with studio guests,
and music.




Upstage, Berne

Upstage is the first English-language amateur theatre group to be for-
med in Berne, and was founded in Spring 1982. Currently there are
70 members (acting and non-acting) and we usually produce two
plays a year at the Kafigturm-Theater. Past productions include Bed-
room Farce, Count Your Blessings, Suddenly At Home, The Constant
Wife, The Cassilis Engagement, The Communication Cord and The
Curious Savage.

Between productions, our activities include theatre workshops, social
events, courses, play-readings, visits to productions by other groups,
etc.

If you would like to join us — as an Upstager or Backstager — please
contact Ann Greco, Upstage Secretary, 3000 Berne.
Tel. 031/456857.

Words of Advice by Fay Weldon

Words of Advice is a one-act play for two men and four women. Tony
is a schoolteacher and his marriage to Julia, already a little shaky,
reaches a delicate state when, without consulting her, he offers to let
the spare room to a woman member of the staff who has been turned
out of her flat. The couple go to their various close relatives for advice;
but their visits stir up considerably more than their own problems.

Cast Backstage
Julia Jackie Pennington Paul Sufrin
Tony Guy Hudson Brenda Hurford
Rona Sheila Berger Rilla Gilgen
Anna Edna Thornton Garth Rowan
Harry David Phillips

Jennifer Franca Price

Directed by Rosamund Bandi
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Iinterlude, Interlaken

Interlude, Interlaken’s English Language Amateur Dramatic Group, be-
gan in December 1982, after an advert in a local paper. The group is
small at the moment totalling 17 members from England, Scotland,
France, USA and Switzerland. Our small membership means that eve-
ryone has to be fully involved in each production: an advantage in one
way, but also limiting the number and choice of plays that we are able
to stage.

So far we have staged one play a year: Aurelia, Breath of Spring, Dead-
line Dawn, Tag Match and Blithe Spirit.

We are always on the look-out for new members, particularly that elu-
sive animal — a man who wants to go on stage and act!

Contact address for anyone who in any way would like to become in-
volved: Freda Abplanalp, Scheidgasse 76, 3800 Unterseen,
Tel. 036/22 68 48 (evenings).

Shop for Charity by Charles Manders

The play is set in a small shop selling secondhand goods for charity in
almost any town. Do charity shops really help the third world, or are
they just a sop to the consciences of a middle class people who run
them? The play is thought-provoking and full of characters. Brenda
needs the shop as a refuge from her imaginary attackers and her fel-
low workers need it to give them a sense of importance. Mr Galbraith
visits it because no one else will tolerate him and his biblical ranting
provokes Doris to consider the true nature of charity. If it begins at
home, where does it end ?

Cast Backstage

Hilda Margaret Gerber Prompter  Liz Karlen

Doris Freda Abplanalp Backstage John Robinson
Brenda Ingrid Urweider Georgia Anderegg
Mrs Pike Ruth Fleuty Rolf Aeschbacher

Mr Galbraith  Hans Abplanalp
Directed by Hans Abplanalp

Our grateful thanks go to Mr and Mrs Zumbrunn of the Hotel Heimat in
Wilderswil for providing us with rehearsal space.

1"



Book another Evening of Entertainment

by coming to
Upstage's Spring production at the
Theater am Kafigturm, Berne
Tuesday May 19 to Saturday May 23 1987

Three one-act plays full of fun and laughter:
Between Mouthfuls by Alan Ayckbourn
Gosforth's Féte by Alan Ayckbourn
and a chance again to see Words Of Advice by Fay Weldon

12

MODULION 10 negative ion ge-
nerator cleans indoor air from ciga-
rette smoke, dust, soot, exhaust
fumes, pollen, airbourne bacteria,
kitchen smells. No filters, minimal
maintenance. Details from:

VI Ilasleting Servies
P.O. Box 11, 8703 Erlenbach
(01) 91534 28 or 211 6397
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The Zurich Comedy Club

The Zurich Comedy Club, the oldest of the English theatre dramatic
societies in Switzerland, has its origins in the English Players of World
War One, one of whose members was James Joyce.

A quarter of a century later in World War Two, Miss Evelyn Cotton who
was Lady Bracknell in 1918, was active again guiding The Anglo-
Swiss Dramatic Society. There was an unfortunate ten-year gap until
Lois Scrymgeour became the ZCC'’s first President in 1954 and from
that date the Zurich Comedy Club has gone from strength to strength
so that now it is a part of the Zurich cultural scene.

Plays have ranged from Arms And The Man, The Prime Of Miss Jean
Brodie, Equus, The Rivals and Macbeth which was our 30th Anniver-
sary production, to our first musical Fiddler On the Roof.

The Club presents many other productions such as workshops, music
hall, pantomime and special events such as The Hollow Crown, and
the James Joyce programme for the Seventh International James
Joyce Symposium.

The activity of which the Club is most proud is its contributions to
charity which have been very significant over the years, culminating in
1985 with a donation of SFrs. 10’000 to Famine in Africa.

For further information, contact Helen Hauser, Sunnebiielstrasse 49,
8604 Volketswil

The Collection by Harold Pinter

There are several reasons for the title. The play is, of course, about a
collection of people. Two of those characters, Bill and Stella, have
been to the showing of a collection of clothes in another city. But there
is also a collection of truths. The Collection is a semi-comic explora-
tion of the problems of verification, of discrimination between truths
which seem equally plausible. The struggle for truths, however, beco-
mes the struggle for the persons who embody those truths.

Cast Backstage

Harry John Evans Stage Manager .

Stella Helen Hauser Sets and Props Beryl Prichard
James Peter Pasquill Lightning John Evans

Bill Terry Menard Prompter Lynda Klomann

Directed by Patricia Peggs
13



Schweizerischer
Bankverein

The Semi-Circle, Basle

The club beganin 1967 when a small group of British people met regu-
larly to read plays in English. The evenings were very informal and in-
tended for their own entertainment, and it was only in 1975 that they
first presented a play-reading to a small audience.

The first full stage production followed in 1978, since when, apart
from plays, they have presented an old-time music hall, a seaside
show and a revue to celebrate the Queen'’s Silver Jubilee.

Their name stems from the British Circle in Basle (who sponsored their
first performance) and the semi-circle of chairs used in public play-
readings.

If you are interested in joining our Semi-Circle, contact Joan Kuster,
Mattweg 100, 4144 Arlesheim.

The Creation And Fall Of Man by The Grocers of Norwich

This play is a medieval interpretation of the story of the creation, as re-
lated in Genesis. God the Father creates Adam and makes him the ca-
retaker of the Garden of Eden. God then causes him to fall into a deep
sleep, takes arib from his side, and creates a woman to be his compa-
nion. The serpent comes and tempts the woman to eat an apple from
the tree of knowledge. She succumbs and offers the apple to Adam.
He eats of it, but realises that they have sinned. God commands his
angel to cast them both out of Paradise. They then come under the po-
wer of Dolor and Misery, but the Holy Ghost appears and offers them
salvation.

Cast Stage managed and
Angel Doreen Richter Directed by Norman Koeth
God the Father Henning Schramm

Holy Ghost Diana Zuger Pianist Ruth Schneider
Adam Paul Schmid

Eve Catharine Schmid

Prolocutor Joan Kuster

Dolor Barbara Clark

Misery Margaret Robertson

Serpent Norman Koeth
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REMOVALS

LAVBNICHY

Pack up your cares and woe with us. We will transport you and your
goods with expert care to anywhere in Switzerland, anywhere in the
world.

Leave it to us to take care of you.

LavenicHy

International Removals

Transport Worldwide Packing and Storage
Zieglerstrasse 30 Insurance
3000 Bern 14 Customs Clearance

Tel. 031/261 261
Telex: 911 514

Road transport all over Europe
Air cargo

The Geneva English Dramatic Society

The Geneva English Dramatic Society was founded in 1933 with a
stage production of See Naples And Die at the Comedy Theatre.
However,_ the history of amateur theatre among the English-speaking
community in Geneva goes back much further than this and there are
records of productions in the 1920s of plays by George Bernard Shaw,
Sheridan and others.

Between_ 1940 and 1948 the Society was in abeyance. Since then it
has continued the active tradition of producing four or five plays a
year, organising rehearsed play readings and sponsoring a wide range
of other theatrical and social activities. The Society is now well into
middle age but tries to preserve the vigour and enterprise of youth.

Contact Rowena Flux on 022/66 37 39 (home) or 022/393251
(work) for further information.
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Mixed Doubles by John Bowen and Alan Ayckbourn

Silver Wedding and Countdown are both taken from Mixed Doubles,
an evening'’s entertainment on marriage. First seenin 19689, it presents
an amusing if acid picture of the progress of married life from honey-
moon to cemetery.

As Silver Wedding opens, most people start with their sympathies
with Audrey. Then starts a sense of unease. The play is brought to a
close with a twist-in the-tail reminiscent of Dahl’s Tales Of The Unex-
pected.

John Bowen was born in 1924, a novelist and a playwright whose
works include | Love You Mrs Patterson and Little Boxes which was
performed by GEDS back in 1970!

Countdown offers a different view. The scene is set at the tea-table
somewhere, sometime in the last 30 years. It centres around a couple
who have settled into a comfortable co-existance. Countdown opens
a window on a typical evening.

Alan Ayckbourn was born in 1939 and has become one of the most
successful and prolific writers of the age. His plays include Table Man-
ners, Bedroom Farce, and Absurd Person Singular, all of which have
been performed by GEDS in the past.

We hope you will all learn a little and enjoy a little from these two plays.

Silver Wedding Countdown

by John Bowen by Alan Ayckbourn
Cast

Audrey Jean Samson Wife Jean Samson
Julian Ted Talbot Husband Ted Talbot
The scene is the kitchen of a The scene takes place after

semi-detached house in a supper any evening, any year.

London suburb.

Directed by Rowena Flux

Backstage
Stage Manager Joy Waelchi
All things technical Tim Hancox

17
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Little Theatre Group, Geneva

It all began with the arrival of Mary Lois Adshead in Geneva in 1980.
She was an actress with an indomitable passion for theatre, and be-
gan by working through her contacts with the American Women's
Group. In 1981, she created the LTG.

From small beginnings, we have grown into an established group with
a reputation for producing highly entertaining shows.

Since 1981, we have produced 16 major plays, seven one-act plays,
run acting and directing classes and founded a children’s group which
produces’its own full-length play each season. We're a lively, open, in-
formal crowd and hundreds of people have shared our fun!

For details of joining, contact Sue Humphreys, Chemin Plein-Sud,
1226 Thénex, Geneva, Tel. 022/49 12 50.

Johnny and Wilma from Lovers and Other Strangers
by Renée Taylor and Joseph Bologna

What happens when women's liberation invades the bedroom! The
Little Theatre Of Geneva presents Johnny and Wilma, one of five co-
medies from Renée Taylor and Joseph Bologna's play Lovers and Other
Strangers.

Johnny is just settling down to sleep when Wilma demands that he
makes love to her. He tries to put her off but she persists, invoking a
fight with him. The battle of the sexes is punctuated with accusations
and inuendoes familiar to many married couples, and often hilarious.
Happily, in the end, Wilma compromises and agrees to surrender . . .
but on her terms!

Cast Backstage
Johnny Jay Bilotta Dan Kinne
Wilma Pegi Kinne Nathalie Peters
Directed by Sue Humphreys.

Lighting and Sound: Tim Hancox
Production secretary: Janet Mutlow
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The Village Players

Founded in November 1981, the VPs have settled in as Lausanne and
the surrounding district’s only resident English-speaking theatre
group. Based in Lutry, the group concentrates on two major stage pro-
ductions, and an old-time music hall, each year. In addition, play rea-
dings, courses and other events keep members together.

Over the last five years the VPs have staged Beckett, Wilder, Nichols,
Coward, Christie, Chekhov, Mankowitz, Marcus, Priestley and others
including, of course, Tom Stoppard.

C_ontact John McKillop on 021/87 32 60 (evenings) for details of joi-
ning.

A Separate Peace by Tom Stoppard

The VPs offering takes you into a plush convalescent home, where the
staff are trained to deal with any situation except the one Tom Stop-
pard thought of.

Cast

John Brown lan Kirby

Nurse and receptionist  Barbara Balbo
Nurse Maggie Coates Amanda Hopkins

Doctor Geraldine Coulthurst
Matron Mary Pivoda
Backstage:

Director lan Kirby

Production assistant Ursula Oakley
Stage manager Anna-Marie Schmidt
Set Colin Gamage
Lighting plan Heather Gavin

Note

In th_e VPs, directors do not usually play leading roles. But when the
leading man has the misfortune to break a leg a month before the
opening night . . .
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The Geneva Amateur Operatic Society

What a risk they took in 1971, that dedicated bunch of Gilbert and Sul-
livan fans who decided that Geneva lacked musical entertainment for
English-speaking audiences. Sixteen years and 45 shows later, it is
difficult to appreciate the daring of that initial venture.

The Geneva Amateur Operatic Society is now a large and thriving so-
ciety that puts on three major shows a year — a spectacular pantomi-
me just before Christmas, a musical or operetta in the spring, and an
old-time music hall in June — and is now spawning such fringe activi-
ties as the choral group responsible for tonight’s performance of The
Pirates Of Penzance and, would you believe, a sports group.

For more information, contact John Fox, 16A route de Foliaz,
1257 Croix-de-Rozon. Tel. 022/71 17 11.

The potted version of The Pirates Of Penzance
by Gilbert and Sullivan

The Pirates Of Penzance is an outrageously confusing satire in true
Gilbertian style. It concerns the trials and tribulations of one Frederic
who has been apprenticed in error to the Pirates Of Penzance. In a plot
where the apparently dishonest turn out to have high principles, whe-
re the police are squeamish and where the victorious pirates are for-
ced to surrender out of a sense of patriotism! — you will meet the Pi-
rate King and the very model of a modern Major General. Your confu-
sion may only be increased by this potted version of a potty operetta.
But don't worry, our Fred eventually finds his true love — Mabel.

Cast Produced by
Narrator Pamela Anselmo Kath French
Samuel Ray Bach

Roger Dixon
Ruth Sue Lloyd Stage Crew
Pirate King David Pittuck John Fox
Frederic Mark Jolly Tim Hancox
Edith Pamela Anselmo
Mabel Ann Moran Band
Major General Joan Cambitsis
Stanley Robin Brown Colin Sinclair
Kate Margaret De Marchi
Sergeant Make-up
of Police Derek French Anne-Colette Langelier

21
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The Semi-Circle, Basle

The club beganin 1967 when a small group of British people met regu-
larly to read plays in English. The evenings were very informal and in-
tended for their own entertainment, and it was only in 1975 that they
first presented a play-reading to a small audience.

The first full stage production followed in 1978, since when, apart
from plays, they have presented an old-time music hall, a seaside
show and a revue to celebrate the Queen’s Silver Jubilee.

Their name stems from the British Circle in Basle (who sponsored their
first performance) and the semi-circle of chairs used in public play-
readings.

If you are interested in joining our Semi-Circle, contact Joan Kuster,
Mattweg 100, 4144 Arlesheim.

The Creation And Fall Of Man by The Grocers of Norwich

This play is a medieval interpretation of the story of the creation, as re-
lated in Genesis. God the Father creates Adam and makes him the ca-
retaker of the Garden of Eden. God then causes him to fall into a deep
sleep, takes a rib from his side, and creates a woman to be his compa-
nion. The serpent comes and tempts the woman to eat an apple from
the tree of knowledge. She succumbs and offers the apple to Adam.
He eats of it, but realises that they have sinned. God commands his
angel to cast them both out of Paradise. They then come under the po-
wer of Dolor and Misery, but the Holy Ghost appears and offers them
salvation.

Cast Stage managed and
Angel Doreen Richter Directed by Norman Koeth
God the Father Henning Schramm

Holy Ghost Diana Zuger Pianist Ruth Schneider
Adam Paul Schmid

Eve Catharine Schmid

Prolocutor Joan Kuster

Dolor Barbara Clark

Misery Margaret Robertson

Serpent Norman Koeth
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The Geneva English Dramatic Society

The Geneva English Dramatic Society was founded in 1933 with a
stage production of See Naples And Die at the Comedy Theatre.
However, the history of amateur theatre among the English-speaking
community in Geneva goes back much further than this and there are

records of productions in the 1920s of plays by George Bernard Shaw,
Sheridan and others.

Between 1940 and 1948 the Society was in abeyance. Since then it
has continued the active tradition of producing four or five plays a
year, organising rehearsed play readings and sponsoring a wide range
of other theatrical and social activities. The Society is now well into
middle age but tries to preserve the vigour and enterprise of youth.

Contact Rowena Flux on 022/6637 39 (home) or 022/393251
(work) for further information.

16

Mixed Doubles by John Bowen and Alan Ayckbourn

Silver Wedding and Countdown are both taken from Mixed Doubles,
an evening's entertainment on marriage. First seenin 1969, it presents
an amusing if acid picture of the progress of married life from honey-
moon to cemetery.

As Silver Wedding opens, most people start with their sympathies
with Audrey. Then starts a sense of unease. The play is brought to a
close with a twist-in the-tail reminiscent of Dahl’s Tales Of The Unex-
pected.

John Bowen was born in 1924, a novelist and a playwright whose
works include | Love You Mrs Patterson and Little Boxes which was
performed by GEDS back in 1970!

Countdown offers a different view. The scene is set at the tea-table
somewhere, sometime in the last 30 years. It centres around a couple
who have settled into a comfortable co-existance. Countdown opens
a window on a typical evening.

Alan Ayckbourn was born in 1939 and has become one of the most
successful and prolific writers of the age. His plays include Table Man-
ners, Bedroom Farce, and Absurd Person Singular, all of which have
been performed by GEDS in the past.

We hope you will all learn a little and enjoy a little from these two plays.

Silver Wedding Countdown

by John Bowen by Alan Ayckbourn
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Audrey Jean Samson Wife Jean Samson
Julian Ted Talbot Husband Ted Talbot
The scene is the kitchen of a The scene takes place after

semi-detached house in a supper any evening, any year.
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Directed by Rowena Flux
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Little Theatre Group, Geneva

It all began with the arrival of Mary Lois Adshead in Geneva in 1980.
She was an actress with an indomitable passion for theatre, and be-
gan by working through her contacts with the American Women's
Group. In 1981, she created the LTG.

From small beginnings, we have grown into an established group with
a reputation for producing highly entertaining shows.

Since 1981, we have produced 16 major plays, seven one-act plays,
run acting and directing classes and founded a children’s group which
produces’its own full-length play each season. We're a lively, open, in-
formal crowd and hundreds of people have shared our fun!

For details of joining, contact Sue Humphreys, Chemin Plein-Sud,
1226 Thonex, Geneva, Tel. 022/49 12 50.

Johnny and Wilma from Lovers and Other Strangers
by Renée Taylor and Joseph Bologna

What happens when women's liberation invades the bedroom! The
Little Theatre Of Geneva presents Johnny and Wilma, one of five co-
medies from Renée Taylor and Joseph Bologna's play Lovers and Other
Strangers.

Johnny is just settling down to sleep when Wilma demands that he
makes love to her. He tries to put her off but she persists, invoking a
fight with him. The battle of the sexes is punctuated with accusations
and inuendoes familiar to many married couples, and often hilarious.
Happily, in the end, Wilma compromises and agrees to surrender . . .
but on her terms!

Cast Backstage
Johnny Jay Bilotta Dan Kinne
Wilma Pegi Kinne Nathalie Peters

Directed by Sue Humphreys.

Lighting and Sound: Tim Hancox
Production secretary: Janet Mutlow
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The Village Players

Founded in November 1981, the VPs have settled in as Lausanne and
the surrounding district’s only resident English-speaking theatre
group. Based in Lutry, the group concentrates on two major stage pro-
ductions, and an old-time music hall, each year. In addition, play rea-
dings, courses and other events keep members together.

Over the last five years the VPs have staged Beckett, Wilder, Nichols,
Coward, Christie, Chekhov, Mankowitz, Marcus, Priestley and others
including, of course, Tom Stoppard.

C_ontact John McKillop on 021/87 32 60 (evenings) for details of joi-
ning.

A Separate Peace by Tom Stoppard

The VPs offering takes you into a plush convalescent home, where the
staff are trained to deal with any situation except the one Tom Stop-
pard thought of.

Cast

John Brown lan Kirby

Nurse and receptionist  Barbara Balbo
Nurse Maggie Coates Amanda Hopkins

Doctor Geraldine Coulthurst
Matron Mary Pivoda
Backstage:

Director lan Kirby

Production assistant Ursula Oakley
Stage manager Anna-Marie Schmidt
Set Colin Gamage
Lighting plan Heather Gavin

Note

In th_e VPs, directors do not usually play leading roles. But when the
leading man has the misfortune to break a leg a month before the
opening night . . .
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The Geneva Amateur Operatic Society

What arisk they took in 1971, that dedicated bunch of Gilbert and Sul-
livan fans who decided that Geneva lacked musical entertainment for
English-speaking audiences. Sixteen years and 45 shows later, it is
difficult to appreciate the daring of that initial venture.

The Geneva Amateur Operatic Society is now a large and thriving so-
ciety that puts on three major shows a year — a spectacular pantomi-
me just before Christmas, a musical or operetta in the spring, and an
old-time music hall in June — and is now spawning such fringe activi-
ties as the choral group responsible for tonight’s performance of The
Pirates Of Penzance and, would you believe, a sports group.

For more information, contact John Fox, 16 A route de Foliaz,
1257 Croix-de-Rozon. Tel. 022/71 17 11.

The potted version of The Pirates Of Penzance
by Gilbert and Sullivan

The Pirates Of Penzance is an outrageously confusing satire in true
Gilbertian style. It concerns the trials and tribulations of one Frederic
who has been apprenticed in error to the Pirates Of Penzance. In a plot
where the apparently dishonest turn out to have high principles, whe-
re the police are squeamish and where the victorious pirates are for-
ced to surrender out of a sense of patriotism! — you will meet the Pi-
rate King and the very model of a modern Major General. Your confu-
sion may only be increased by this potted version of a potty operetta.
But don't worry, our Fred eventually finds his true love — Mabel.

Cast Produced by
Narrator Pamela Anselmo Kath French
Samuel Ray Bach

Roger Dixon
Ruth Sue Lloyd Stage Crew
Pirate King David Pittuck John Fox
Frederic Mark Jolly Tim Hancox
Edith Pamela Anselmo
Mabel Ann Moran Band
Major General Joan Cambitsis
Stanley Robin Brown Colin Sinclair
Kate Margaret De Marchi
Sergeant Make-up
of Police Derek French Anne-Colette Langelier
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The Geneva Amateur Operatic Society (continued)

Ladie’s chorus
Simone Bouilleu
Valerie Buxton
Ferga Eatough
Rosemary Green
Carolyn Hornfeld
Nicole Isler

Pru Keeler
Thérése Lehoux
Meryl Pelerin
Jonna Sinclair
Susan Spackman

Gentlemen’'s chorus
Rodney Hall

Denis Lehoux

Chip Morgan

Nic Sommer

Peter Stanley

David Stieber

Erik Zoeteweij

Festival Organisers

Initiator and President
Media Publicity
Programme Editor
Logo Designer

House Manager
Overall Stage Manager
Programme Printer

International School, Berne
Upstage, Berne

Interlude, Interlaken

Zurich Comedy Club
Semi-Circle, Basle

Geneva English Dramatic Society

Geneva Little Theater
Village Players, Lutry

Geneva Amateur Operatic Society
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Sue Bolton

Colin Farmer
Barbara Fox

John Fox

Bruno Ryter
Hans-Ulrich Berger
Riedi Druck Berne

Liz Furrer

Rosamund Bandi

Hans und Freda Abplanalp
Helen Hauser

Peter and Sheila Nixon
Rowena Flux

Sue Humphreys

John McKillop

John Fox

THEATRE IN ENGLISH

- GENEVA 1986 — 1987 SEASON

GEDS
GEDS
GEDS
GEDS
GAOS
GEDS
LTG

Presented by: @ Geneva Amateur Operatic Sociely — GAOS (022) 711711

1986

9 September

23 September

7-11 OCTOBER
14 Octaber

26 Dctober

2B October

5-8 NOVEMBER
11 Movember
18-22 NOVEMBER
25 November

5-7 & 1114 DECEMBER"*
9 December

17 December
1987

6 lanuary

20 January

23-24 JANUARY
3 February

17 February

22 February
12-14 MARCH

I7 March

18-21 MARCH
31 March

3-5 & 1012 MARCH"**
23-25 APRIL

28 April

5-9 MAY

12 May

24 May

26 May

3-6 JUNE

10-13 & 19-20 JUNE

* Matinées on 6, 7, 13 & 14 Decemnber

® Cieneva English Drama Society GEDS (022) 328847

® Little Theater of Geneva — LTG (022) 491250

These events are subject to change.

Contaet the groups direcily far further details (see averleaf).

Evenings at 8.00 p.m. unless otherivise specified.

Opening Event: Plavreading Knightsbridge by John Mortimer — Collége des Coudriers
Playreading: Private Lives by Noel Coward — English Church Hall

BILLY LIAR by Keith Waterhouse — Aula du Collége de Saussure

Playreading: Rough Crossing by Tom Sioppard — English Church Hall

Musical Evening — American Church Hall

Playreading: The Lady's Not For Burning by Christopher Fry — English Church Hall
CACTUS FLOWER by Abe Burrows — Aula du Collége de Saussure

Playreading: Califormiz Swite by Neil Simon — English Church Hall

GHOSTS by Henrik Ibsen — Aula du College de Saussure

Playreading: 4 Slight Ache / The Lover by Harold Pinter — English Church Hall
PANTOMIME: LITTLE MISS MUFFET by Dan Boyle — Aula du Collége de Saussure
Playreading: Mixed Doubles by various authors — English Church Hall

Carol Evening — American Church Hall

Playreading: Educating Rita by Willy Russell — English Church Hall
Playreading: Gaslight by E. Hamilton — English Church Hall

FESTIVAL OF ONE-ACT PLAYS — Collége des Coudriers

Playreading: Duet for One by Tom Kempinski — English Church Hall
Playreading: The Chalk Garden by Enid Bagnold — English Church Hall
Musical Evening — American Church Hall

ENTER A FREE MAN by Tom Stoppard — Aula du College de Saussure
Playreading: The Dresser by Ronald Harwood English Church Hall
THE RAINMAKER by N. Richard Nash (venue to be announced)

Playreading: Cahoot’s Macberh by Tom Stoppard and The Brawning Version by Terence Rattigan —
English Church Hall

OKLAHOMA! by Rodgers and Hammerstein — Aula du Callége de Nyon

SWISS FESTIVAL OF ENGLISH AMATEUR THEATRICAL SOCIETIES
Playreading: Miss Julie by August Strindberg — English Church Hall

DEATH OF A SALESMAN by Arthur Miller — Aula du Collége de Saussure
Playreading: Witness for the Prosecution by Agatha Christie — English Church Hall
Musical Evening — American Church Hall

Playreading: Benefuctors by Michael Frayn — English Church Hall

1,000 CLOWNS by Herb Gardner — Aula du Callége de Nyon
OLD TIME MUSIC HALL — Salle Communale de Chéne-Bougeries

** Matinées on § & 12 March

For an extra copy of this calendar, send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to:
GAOS — Theatre in English, Case postale 142, 1211 Geneva 19




