THE FESTIVAL OF ENGLISH-SPEAKING THEATRE
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This festival took place in April 1987 at the Theater am Kafiturm in Berne,
hosted by “Upstage”, an amateur English-language theatre group in that
city. The whole idea of the festival was initiated by Sue Bolton, a founder
member of the group “Interlude” in Interlaken, and now with the
"Village Players” from Lutry. She had the idea to bring together the
various drama societies in Switzerland as up till then they had had little
contact with each other.

She contacted the other societies and after long months of planning, nine
groups came together for the three-day festival. The Semi-Circle’s
representatives for this detailed organisation were Sheila and Peter
Nixon, who made several trips to Berne for the various meetings.

The Semi-Circle then had to find a play for their entry. This could be a one-
act play, a scene from a full-length play or one from a musical praduction.
Meanwhile, one of our members, Norman Koeth, was in the process of
producing a performance of “The Creation and Fall of Man”, a mediaeval
play written and first performed by the guild, the Grocers of Norwich. This
was staged several times in his own home to small audiences of friends
and members of the Semi-Circle. As most of the cast were members, our
group thought it would make a good entry for the festival and would
certainly be a complete contrast to the other entries. This certainly proved
the case when one could actually sense the shock of the audience at being
addressed in Middle English! As some of you know, this play was
presented again last December together with the Nativity Pageant.

The other groups taking part were the International School of Berne,
"Upstage” Berne, "Interlude” Interlaken, the Zurich Comedy Club, GEDS
(Geneva English Dramatic Saciety), the Little Theater Group, Geneva, the
Village Players, Lutry, who performed a varied selection of one-act plays
and GAOS (Geneva Amateur Operatic Society) who presented extracts
from “The Pirates of Penzance” by Gilbert and Sullivan.

The event was a great success, followed by a pleasant get-together with
members of the other groups. As Sue Bolton said, "The basic aim has
already been achieved in forging a closer link between the societies ........
and it is our wish that this festival will eventually become an established
tradition to be repeated every two or three years.”

So, dear Semi-Circle supporters, watch out for the next festival (maybe in
1989) and join us for one, two or even three evenings of enjoyable
English-speaking theatre



